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We are certain this trade agreement will 

increase the cultivation of coca, which 
brings drug trafficking, terrorism, and vio-
lence. 

So if we are talking about combating 
terrorism around the world, the ex-
actly 180-degree wrong thing to do is a 
trade agreement with Peru because it 
will mean, as the archbishop said, the 
increased cultivation of coca because 
we will put some of their corn farmers, 
their barley farmers, their wheat farm-
ers out of business. More coca, more 
drug trafficking, more terrorism, more 
violence, more instability. 

We need a new trade approach in our 
policy, one that benefits workers here 
and promotes sustainable development 
with our trading partners. 

This Peru agreement has some im-
provements in labor and the environ-
ment. It is important to note that this 
change in the administration’s view to-
ward labor and environmental rules of 
trade agreements would not have hap-
pened without voters’ demand for 
change last year. But the demand for 
change in trade policy runs deep. We 
have heard workers in Ohio and around 
the country call for big changes in 
trade policy, and we are hearing con-
sumers in Avon Lake and in Kettering 
demand accountability for the unsafe 
imports that are on our shelves. Pass-
ing a trade agreement with Peru is not 
the change we need. We want trade. We 
want more trade. We want trade under 
different rules and, most importantly, 
our responsibility is to protect our 
family’s health and protect our chil-
dren. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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HONORING MR. WILLIAM W. WIRTZ 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to commemorate the life of Wil-
liam W. Wirtz, a truly outstanding Illi-
noisan who passed away this week. 

Bill Wirtz was a businessman, sports 
fan, and philanthropist. He took over 
operation of Judge & Dolph in Illinois 
in 1950 and expanded that business into 
the Wirtz Beverage Group, comprised 
of five distributorships in four States. 
He also served as president of Wirtz 
Corporation, Director of First Security 
Trust and Savings Bank, and chairman 
of the South Miami Bank Corporation. 
But most Chicagoans will remember 
him as the owner and president of the 
Chicago Blackhawks hockey team. 

The Wirtz family bought the 
Blackhawks in 1954, and Bill was 
named president of the organization in 
1966, a title he maintained for over 40 
years. Bill was a true hockey fan. Dur-
ing his lifetime, he helped negotiate 

the merger between the NHL and the 
World Hockey Association, served on 
the 1980 and 1984 Winter Olympic Com-
mittees, and was chairman of the 
Board of Governors of the National 
Hockey League for 18 years. In recogni-
tion of his many contributions to the 
sport, Bill Wirtz was inducted into the 
Hockey Hall of Fame. 

Bill Wirtz also gave a great deal back 
to the community and the city of Chi-
cago. Along with Bulls owner Jerry 
Reinsdorf, he was a driving force be-
hind the construction of the United 
Center to replace the old Chicago Sta-
dium in 1994. He also established the 
Chicago Blackhawk Charities, which 
has donated over $7.5 million to worthy 
causes in the Chicago area. Perhaps 
closest to Bill’s heart was the develop-
ment of the Virginia Wadsworth Wirtz 
Sports Program at the Rehabilitation 
Institute of Chicago. Named after his 
mother, this program is a year-round, 
cross-disability sports and recreation 
program. 

Bill Wirtz is survived by his wife 
Alice, five children and seven grand-
children. They have my condolences 
and those of so many who knew him. 
Bill’s many contributions to Chicago 
and Illinois will not soon be forgotten. 
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TRIBUTE TO DONNA L. PILE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today I commend Ms. Donna L. Pile of 
Lexington, KY, for her service to her 
community and her Nation as a mem-
ber and leader of the National Associa-
tion of Professional Insurance Agents. 

Ms. Pile recently served as President 
of the National Association of Profes-
sional Insurance Agents, the first 
woman ever named to that position. 
She previously served in many posi-
tions of responsibility for the associa-
tion. Ms. Pile was also president of the 
PIA of Kentucky in 2000 and has been 
Kentucky’s representative on the PIA 
National Board of Directors since 2000. 
Ms. Pile is also a member of the Na-
tional Association of Insurance 
Women. 

Active in her community, Ms. Pile is 
managing partner of the A.G. Perry In-
surance Agency of Lexington. She has 
served her community as a homeroom 
mother in grade school and as Booster 
Club president to the Jessamine Coun-
ty Boys’ Soccer Program for 10 years. 
She has taught PIA Young Agents 
classes and also served on numerous 
strategic planning committees for Jes-
samine County Schools. 

As president of the National Associa-
tion of Professional Insurance Agents, 
Ms. Pile’s dedication to the highest 
standards of her profession has earned 
her the respect of friends, associates, 
business colleagues, and the insurance 
industry as a whole. She took seriously 
her role to advocate for professional in-
surance agents across the United 
States and has left behind a stronger 
organization for her efforts. 

I want to recognize today the many 
successes that Donna L. Pile has ac-

complished throughout her career and 
to again congratulate her on the com-
pletion of her term as the president of 
the National Association of Profes-
sional Insurance Agents. 
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TEAR DOWN THE WALLS IN 
NORTHERN IRELAND 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, next 
April, the people of Northern Ireland 
will commemorate the 10th anniver-
sary of the Belfast Agreement, which 
did so much to put Northern Ireland on 
the path to end the violence that had 
afflicted the population for three dec-
ades, and achieve the longstanding goal 
of peace. 

On September 20, the Irish Times 
published a perceptive article by Trina 
Vargo, President of the U.S.–Ireland 
Alliance emphasizing that more re-
mains to be done and urging the people 
of Belfast to this auspicious anniver-
sary as an opportunity to remove the 
so-called ‘‘peace’’ walls that continue 
to divide the Protestant and Catholic 
communities in Belfast. 

The walls are still serving as physical 
and psychological barriers between the 
two communities, and Ms. Vargo’s arti-
cle offers a timely and creative idea 
that could have a widespread beneficial 
impact in Northern Ireland. Analo-
gizing it to the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
she suggests that the simple act of re-
moving walls can be a significant ges-
ture in breaking down barriers in a 
community and promoting progress 
and unity. 

Ms. Vargo was a member of my staff 
and did an excellent job on the issue of 
Northern Ireland for many years, and I 
believe her article will be of interest to 
all of us in Congress, especially those 
who worked with Ms. Vargo on this 
issue. I ask unanimous consent that 
the article be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Irish Times, Sept. 20, 2007] 

TIME TO TEAR DOWN THESE WALLS OF 
DIVISION 

With things settling down in Northern Ire-
land, isn’t it time to consider taking down 
the so-called ‘‘peace’’ walls separating com-
munities instead of erecting more, asks 
Trina Vargo. 

Everyone of a certain age distinctly re-
members the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. 
The sight of East and West Germans joining 
in celebration on the wall, and the chipping 
away of it over the following weeks, dem-
onstrated to the world—in a way that no 
other act could—that the cold war was truly 
over. Can the walls come down in Northern 
Ireland? Next April, Senator George Mitchell 
will return to Belfast to participate in an 
event marking the 10th anniversary of the 
Belfast Agreement. We have also invited 
Taoiseach Bertie Ahem, Tony Blair and Bill 
Clinton to join him and other negotiators of 
the agreement, as well as the DUP, to con-
sider Northern Ireland’s divided past and its 
shared future. 

We hope that the people of Belfast will 
consider using this occasion to take down at 
least a part of the ‘‘peace’’ line and send a 
message to the world, and to themselves. I 
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